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THE TRAPPER AND THE PIONEER
(Continued from Page 14.)

the seitler and the trapper era, and here In where
we have the first permanent establishment In the
western progress of clvillzation, This was one
of the plaeces where the pioneers stopped to rest
and to.overhuul thefr squipment From Bridger
they learned In deiall of the country ahead, that
he had been in Salt Lake valloy fifty times in his
lfe, and whera its most fortile spots Iny.

To Utahns It may be something of a surprise
that white men had found Utah worth while for
twenty years and then had decided sorrowfully
that it was no longer fit for a white mmn as early
ns 1849, If so, then pleture this scene oceurring
between an overland traveler and his mountain
guide ag they approached an old cabin belonging
to the guide n decade previous. The date is
August 1, 1839, The place is in the Green river
valley near the pregent site of Vernal. The trav-
eoler was Thomas J. Farohanm, whose “Travels
in the Rocky Mountalns” was published In 1843,
and the gulde was % mountalneédr named Kelly.

“Ag our horses had found but litile to eat duor
Ing the past night"” the narrative proceeds, “we
led and drove the poor animals through (hree
miles of fallen timber and turned them lobge to
feed upon the first good grass that we found. It
chanced to be one of Kelly's old encampments;
where he had, some years hefore, fortified him-
golf with logs, and remained seven days with a
gick fellow trapper. ‘A fearful time thal, sald
he, ‘but the buffalo were plenty hers then. The
mommtains were then rich. Why, sir, the bulls
were 8o bold that they would come close to the
fence there at night and bellow and roar until [
eaged them of their blood by a pill of lead in the
liver. So you see | did not go far for meat. Now
the mouniains are so poor that one would stand
a right good chance of starving If re were obliged
to hang up there for seven days. The pume ls
all driven out. No place here for a white man
now, Too poor, too poor. What lttle we get is
bull beef. Formerly we ate nothing but cows,
fat and young, More danger theén, to-be sure; but
more beaver, too, and plenty of grease about the
buffalo ribs, Ah, those were good tlmes; but a
white man has now no more business here'"”

This paragraph throws much light vpon the
change that came over Utah just before the set-
tlers eame, clearing It of Its trapper Inhabltants,
A little farther on Farnbam finds a group of
starving, penniless trappers In  Brown's hole,
talking of ranches in California, and one of these
men Fremont mentions three vears later, as the
owner of & California ranch near the Sutter es
tablishment, where he had gone in disgust that
Utah mountains were no longer able to subsist a
white man!

What the contact of white men with Indians In
Utah had done for the settlers, made {tsolf evi
dent upon Lhe very day of the arrilval of the
wagon train July 24, 1847, The first thing that
happened wias that & horse strayed Into  camp,
from some préevious outflt, And the second thing
wias that the Bannock Indinns from the north and
the Utes from the south came riding in to do
just what all white men had taught them, offer
fura in trade for tobnecd and whatever other
Amepioenn luxurias they could proocure.

From Fort Hall, the British Hudson Bay
Trading compuny's post, which had beon estab-
liehed sinee 1834, came white mon foto the plo
near camp goon after it was pltched, with flour
to gell, and poods to barler. AL Fort Laramle,
the ploneers crossed from the north bank of the
Platte o the soutly bank in a ferry rented them
by the yeteran tyappers who were then taking
thelr st revenués from the mountalns, Before
reaching Fort Laramie, 1o Instance points of
contaet with trappoers along the roads, the plo

neers had halted to exchange words with the
master of n wagon traln headed from the west,
Eound east, In regular freighting work. This
freighter of the plaing, Charles Boaumont, stop
pod with the ploneers long enough for fifty or
sixty letlers (o be written and given to him to
carry biack to thelr friends and relatives In Win
ter Quarters.

And before Brannaun with his Californla papers
kad been encountered Major Moses Harrls had
been mel on the continental divide, Harris de-
livering to the pioneers a file of still another
Amerlcan newspaper operating in  the went,
This was un Oregon print, published in the Wil
lametle valley, Into which for len years a stream
of immigration had been pouring.

How the lowly off ox with lhds nigh partner
became the standard animal of the plalns, traMe
{5 one of the Interesting developnients made for
the settler by the trapper and trader, 1In the
fascinating pages of Washington Irving, the Utah
reader may find his Astorians galloping into the
Utah countfy on horseback, astray from their
direct route east. He may follow them on horse-
back to the Bear river, and there they fell in with
an Indian chief who soon leaves them walfs upon
a vast expanse of land, shaking his fist jeeringly
at them ns his braves ride oft behind their stam-
peded animals. That was In the day belorg the
problem had been solved, and when happeniogs
were of such a nature as (o create it.

Myules the Indian liked, and horses he liked,
and for his meat the fat of huffalo calves in good
genson . ad the meat of buffalo bulls In hard
times, was the slaple,

What use, then, could he make of the ox?
Horses the traders lost and mules they lost, but
the ploneers had no questlon to decide when
they chose oxen 10 yoke to thelr prairle schoon-
ers. It was seventeen years before them that the
ox found his place as the burden bearer of the
westward lourneys

Here lg the ofMeial reeord of the entrance of
hig advent Into frontier travel. “The Bent broth-
ers,” wrote Thomnas Forsyth (o Secretary of
Wir Lewls Cass, In a general letter of explanation
on the conduel of the fur trade, dated at 8t
Louls, October 24, 1831, “have set out for Sania
Fe with @ train of oxen. If the experiment suc-
ceads 1t will answer the triple purpose: firgt, of
drawing the wagons; second, the Indians will not
steal them as they would horses and mules: and,
thirdly, in cases of necessity part of the oxen will
answer for provisions.” The document containing
tk!s note of the first use of an animal playing
such n large part in the early history of Utah
{s now on file with the Wisconsin Historlicsl So-
clety.

An Item of similar Interest 2 a letter from
General Ashley, which will be reproduced Iater,
showing thai as early as 1827 the diviglon of
trains on the plains into companies of fifty and
subdivigions of ten was in vogue. When the plo-
neers otrganized In this manner, set out they
found themsslves, on April 21, surrounded by Paw-
nee Indlans, “whose aetfong were not hostile, but
who Intimated that gifts would be acceptable”
In doing what thirty years of contact wilth the
whites had taught théem to do, the Indians found
n differénce hetween this caravan and (he others
of white men they had seen, in that the others
alwaye had presents of highly valuable vermil
lon paiut and priceless glass beads to glve the
chieftalovs In exchange for wholly worthless and
altogether despisedly ugeless beaver skins and
deer hides,

Early in May the French trader Beaomont,
with his wagons [rom the west bhound enst, wis
encountered, und May 24, (he Indians agaln
shawed the effeet of "&}IN'”I‘IH fo trade with the
white men \':'lm rame among thetm, The chief of
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a Sloux hand attired In trade cloth, presented a
letter from P. D. Papin. a fur trader of the
American Fur company, and counted on this to
gain for bim a respectful hearing and enfertain-
ment, for Papln was an established prairie power,
The American flag which hls retainers onrrieq,
had been glven them so that they would not earry
a Britlsh flag, previously put into thelr posses-
alon by Hudson Bay people. and caleulnted (o at-
tract thelr peliries across the northern bhorder.

The longest stop of the ploneers on the road
west was at the Laramie refuge, In which {rapper
hendquarters they settled down to overhanl their
outfit and prepare for the mountain stage of thely
Journey. Here they learned that a big Missourl
party was upon the plains bound for Callfornis,
with thelr oid enemy, Governor Boggs, In lis
memberghlp, One day aftor leaving Laramle they
halted to allow s wagon traln of eleven wagons
to pass, freighting along to Oregon. Twenty-opne
whgons pasged on the next day, and on the third
day thirteen wagons.

On the eighth there arrived from Fort Bridger
a Lrain of wagons loaded with peltrles, bound for
Fort Laramie. These were Bridger's wagons, and
the valley of the Great Salt Lake comes into di-
rect notlee here in that a party of three men
with fifteen animals, mostly pack animals, are
headed past them en route from Santa Fe 1o
San Franclsco bay, via Great Salt Lake valley.

Willlam Clayton, who kept a diary through the
ploneer journey, speaks of a favorable Impression
made by Miles Goodyear upon Brigham Young,
ard the fact that Goodyear was hired to meot
the ploneers and gulde them Into Cache valley
by way of the old Oregon treall, vis Soda Springs,
Only the fact that Goodyear falled to keep his
appointment seemed to head off this movement,
and a Jittle later Clayton records a long talk be-
tween Brigham Young and Bridger, In which he
wets forth that Brideger told Brighnm ke had heon
into Salt Lake valley fifty times, that there was
an abundance of blue grass and clover southeast,
of Great Salt Lake, that the best way In wasg over
the Hastings or Donner trail through what is
now Bmigration canyon, that cherrles and herries
were plentiful near Utah lake, that there was
plenty of timber on all (he mouninin streams, and
plenty of fish in them, and that the indinns souih
of Utah lake ralse as good corn, wheat, and
pumpking as were ever ralsed In old Kentueky,

This Is nll that Whitney guotes from Olpyton.
Then he goes on Lo add in his own langunge that
Bridger sald he “would give $1,000 for the first
euar of corn ripened In Ball Lake valley." Tul-
ledge declnres, agaln without quoting sny aw-
thority, that it was' a bushel of wheat for which
Bridger offered the reward. Hrasinsg Snow, In a
sermon preachked In 1880, gives what appears Lo
be the fArst astatement of this historie alleged
declarntion, bug what kind of a spart Bridger is
made oul to lay snch a wager on Salt Lake val
ley's hopes, just after saying (hat the first valley
to the south produced corn, whenal and pumphkins
to rival his old Kentueky home, the reader is left
to Judge. Perhaps 4 narrative that has grossly
misread Fremont, has dlso confused [teell as 1o
Fremont,

It Amassa Potter still lives In Payson he will
testify that the facts were as Bridger Is roported
by Clayton, writing at the time of the Interview,
for (he writer well romembers seelng samples of
fine wheat Potter declared he had dug out of
Indinn mowmds located nenr Payvson, in 1806,

Suoh, then, i the hrlef sketeh of the direct
contacl between ploneers and trapping explorers
and I it has added to the ronsons why the work
of theso two upbullding forees should be treéated
in a certaln fellowship, an understanding of the
ond héing necossney (o i complete knowledge of
the other, It bas fMiflled its purpose.

e T




